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Tuberculosis Checkup

Tuberculosis (TB) is a disease caused by the tubercle bacillus and was the No. 1 cause of death among Japanese people until around 1950. Since then, the number of tuberculosis patients has decreased each year due to improvements in medical care and living standards. Today, people tend to think that tuberculosis is a disease of the past.

However, even today there are about 30,000 cases of tuberculosis every year and it continues to be the most common infectious disease in Japan. The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, which considers the situation serious, announced a “Tuberculosis Emergency Situation Proclamation” in 1999 and continues to make strong appeals for countermeasures to prevent tuberculosis.

When a person is infected with tuberculosis, he/she may feel listless, tire easily and have a fever or cough. With early detection, the disease can be prevented from becoming serious and can be treated. However, since the symptoms are similar to a cold, people tend to delay being examined and the disease may become serious. For this reason, because there is a threat that the disease may spread in schools, it is important to prevent/treat tuberculosis by discovering it at an early stage.

In FY2003, the national law (School Health Law Implementation Standards) was revised and the tuberculin reaction test and BCG immunization at schools were eliminated and replaced by diagnosis through a questionnaire and medical checkup. 

We would appreciate your understanding and cooperation concerning tuberculosis health checkups. Your cooperation is especially necessary in the accurate completion of the questionnaire in order to conduct the tuberculosis checkup correctly.

